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CC0/paulbr/Pixabay	A	wheelchair	van	can	make	a	huge	difference	in	a	wheelchair’s	life,	but	it	can	also	have	a	positive	impact	on	other	people,	including	caregivers	and	family	members.	Shopping	for	the	right	wheelchair	van	is	a	process,	but	it’s	easier	when	you	know	what	to	look	for.	Proper	Van	Size	The	overall	size	of	the	van	can	be	a	make	or	break
consideration.	For	example,	if	you	live	in	an	apartment	building	with	a	parking	garage	that	has	a	low-clearance	entryway,	make	sure	you	find	a	fan	that’s	not	too	tall	to	fit	inside.	Those	who	live	in	urban	environments	may	need	to	err	on	the	smaller	side	in	terms	of	overall	van	dimensions.	CC0/stevepb/Pixabay	Workable	Entry	Deployment	Wheelchair
vans	can	come	with	a	variety	of	different	entry	systems,	from	side	ramps	to	rear	lifts.	Think	about	where	you	plan	to	park	and	load/unload	the	van	before	you	choose	an	entry	system.	Narrow	garages	and	driveways	might	not	suit	a	side	ramp,	for	example.	CC0/klimkin/Pixabay	Kneeling	Systems	Kneeling	systems	allow	a	vehicle	to	dip	down	slightly	for
loading	and	unloading,	making	ramps	less	steep.	You	may	have	seen	public	busses	do	this—it’s	a	nice	way	to	make	it	easier	for	wheelchair	users	to	get	into	taller	vehicles.	Some	vans	may	not	require	this	feature,	but	it’s	something	to	keep	an	eye	out	for.	CC0/LonelyTaws/Pixabay	Sufficient	Specs	Make	sure	you	get	dimension	and	weight	measurements
for	the	combined	total	of	mobility	equipment	and	people	who	will	ride	in	the	van.	Ceiling	height	may	be	a	consideration	for	taller	people,	and	weight	is	always	important	to	think	about.	Make	sure	there’s	enough	extra	space	to	provide	comfort,	and	that	you	aren’t	maxing	out	weight	limits	with	people	and	equipment	alone.	CC0/stevepb/Pixabay
Warranties	Equipment	involved	in	a	mobility	conversion	can	malfunction	or	otherwise	become	unusable.	Before	you	complete	a	purchase,	make	sure	there’s	sufficient	warranty	coverage	for	all	of	the	equipment	associated	with	the	van,	not	just	the	vehicle	itself.	If	warranty	coverage	is	expired	for	a	used	van,	you	can	use	that	as	a	bargaining	chip	for
negotiating	a	better	price.	CC0/931527/Pixabay	Room	for	Everyone	Who	will	ride	in	the	van?	If	you	plan	to	use	your	new	vehicle	to	take	your	entire	family	on	road	trips,	make	sure	there’s	enough	comfortable	passenger	space	for	everyone.	You	can	find	both	mini	and	full-size	vans	with	wheelchair	access,	which	may	allow	you	to	comfortably	seat	a
larger	group	of	passengers.	CC	BY	2.0/U.S.	Army	Corps	of	Engineers/Flickr	Accessible	Equipment	for	the	Driver	If	the	wheelchair	user	plans	to	drive	the	van	themselves,	it	may	be	necessary	to	modify	the	driver’s	seat	and	controls	to	provide	sufficient	accessibility.	Will	the	wheelchair	driver	sit	in	their	chair	or	in	the	car’s	seat	to	drive?	This	and	other
considerations	can	be	evaluated	by	a	third	party,	such	as	a	Certified	Driver	Rehabilitation	Specialist,	who	can	evaluate	the	driver	and	provide	special	equipment	recommendations.	CC0/Stefan_Schranz/Pixabay	Lifts	and	Hoists	If	the	wheelchair	user	doesn’t	plan	to	sit	in	their	chair	while	riding	in	the	van,	it	may	be	necessary	to	look	into	hoists	or	lifts.
This	equipment	is	powerful	enough	to	load	a	heavy	mechanized	scooter	or	chair	into	the	vehicle,	which	can	be	a	major	plus	for	some	wheelchair	van	setups.	CC0/lecreusois/Pixabay	Funding	Vans	can	be	expensive	enough	on	their	own,	but	all	the	extra	equipment	involved	in	a	wheelchair-friendly	conversion	can	really	add	to	the	price	tag.	Not	many
people	are	able	to	pay	for	all	this	out	of	pocket.	From	grants	to	fundraising	and	rebates,	there	are	multiple	different	ways	to	fund	your	wheelchair	van	purchase	other	than	paying	out	of	pocket.	CC0/zstupar/Pixabay	Time	and	Patience	There	are	a	lot	of	important	decisions	to	be	made	when	it	comes	to	finding	the	right	wheelchair	van.	You’ll	want	to
give	yourself	plenty	of	time	to	find	out	exactly	what	you	need	and	work	with	people	who	make	you	feel	listened	to	and	supported	rather	than	pressured	and	uncomfortable.	Your	time	investment	will	pay	off	in	the	end.	CC0/sabinevanerp/Pixabay	MORE	FROM	SYMPTOMFIND.COM	A	conversion	van	is	a	full-sized	van	arranged	in	a	specific	manner	as	to
hold	cargo	or	passengers	for	a	specific	need.	Examples	are	school	buses,	church	shuttle	buses	and	contractor	vans	for	tools	and	supplies.	This	article	will	examine	four	of	the	best	conversion	vans	on	the	market.Benefits	of	a	Conversion	VanThere	are	many	perks	of	owning	a	conversion	van.	These	vans	can	be	converted	to	meet	your	needs.	Whether	it’s
raising	the	roof	for	added	headroom,	taking	the	seats	out	to	install	kitchen	appliances	or	putting	a	wheelchair	ramp	in	for	handicapped	transportation	purposes.	Many	of	these	vans	are	already	sold	with	a	raised	roof	which	allows	for	added	interior	space.	This	raised	area	can	be	outfitted	with	storage	spaces	as	well.	The	American-made	Chevy,	GMC
and	Ford	models	listed	below	haven’t	changed	much	through	the	years,	and	that	means	parts	will	be	fairly	easy	to	find	if	something	needs	fixing.	These	spacious	vehicles	can	be	lived	in	if	needed	and	outfitted	for	all	of	your	needs.	Kitchen	appliances,	toilets	and	beds	can	all	be	installed	to	make	this	van	your	home.Chevrolet	ExpressThe	Chevy	name
equates	to	one	of	reliability	and	solid	construction.	Its	conversion	van,	the	Chevrolet	Express,	is	equipped	with	and	high-definition	TV,	surround	sound,	USB	charging	stations	and	surround	sound.	Its	interior,	with	a	raised	roof,	provides	reclining	and	heated	leather	front	seats,	captain’s	chairs	in	the	middle	row	and	the	third	row	is	fitted	with	a	sofa
bed.	Safety-wise	it	comes	with	a	rear	backup	camera	and	an	optional	OnStar	navigation	system.	This	van	is	known	for	its	comfortable	ride,	according	to	Classic	Vans.GMC	SavanaThe	GMC	Savana	comes	in	both	a	seven-passenger	or	nine-passenger	option	and	either	rear-wheel	or	the	safer	all-wheel	drive.	It	also	comes	with	a	raised	roof,	allowing	the
vehicle	to	be	more	aerodynamic	and	saving	on	fuel	costs.	The	seating	configuration	is	similar	to	the	Chevy	with	leather,	reclining	front	seats	in	front,	captain’s	chairs	in	the	middle	row,	and	a	slide-out	sofa	in	the	third	row.	Entertainment	features	are	surround	sound,	gaming	outlets,	stereo	and	CD	player	and	high-definition	TV.	A	rear	backup	camera
and	OnStar	navigation	round	out	the	safety	features.Ford	Transit	T-150The	Ford	name	is	synonymous	with	reliability.	Its	conversion	van	is	the	Transit	T-150.	It	comes	with	power	side-view	mirrors,	privacy	glass	and	high-mounted	headlight.	The	interior	is	equipped	with	12-volt	stations,	air	conditioning	and	night	vision	rear-view	mirror.	Safety
features	include	airbags,	back-up	camera	and	roll	stability	control.	Sirius	satellite	radio	and	AM/FM	stereo	make	up	the	entertainment	attributes.Nissan	NV	200The	Nissan	NV	200	is	diverse	in	its	functionality,	per	Truck	Trend.	The	raised	roof	provides	for	spacious	headroom	and	also	allows	for	additional	storage.	The	roof	itself	raises	up	further	to
allow	for	a	sleeping	area.	It	is	a	perfect	vehicle	to	take	camping	as	the	roominess	and	storage	options	in	the	interior	abound.	It	can	also	be	equipped	with	a	hot	shower	port,	counters	and	a	sink,	stove,	refrigerator	and	multiple	power	ports.	With	all	of	those	options,	feels	more	like	a	recreational	vehicle	than	a	van.	MORE	FROM
QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET	A	conversion	van	is	a	full-size	passenger	van	that	has	been	rearranged	seating-wise	to	accommodate	school	bus,	limousine,	shuttle	bus	or	other	seating	configurations	for	a	specific	need.	It	can	also	be	a	cargo	van	that’s	been	tailored	for	camping	trips	or	fitted	for	certain	commercial	uses.Mobility	Vans/Wheelchair
BusesMobility	vans	and	wheelchair	buses	have	had	modifications	made	to	allow	wheelchairs	or	other	mobility	equipment	to	safely	enter	and	exit	the	vehicle.	Examples	of	some	of	these	modifications	include	a	lowered	floor,	a	raised	roof	and	entry	ramps	affixed	to	either	the	side	or	rear	of	the	vehicle	that	raise	and	lower.	The	Dodge	Grand	Caravan	is
one	type	of	vehicle	on	the	market	that	companies	can	convert	into	a	mobility	van	for	disabled	passengers.	This	van	can	be	fitted	with	a	manual	lift	gate	and	tie-downs	for	two	wheelchairs	and	still	have	a	passenger	capacity	of	up	to	seven	passengers,	according	to	Classic	Vans.Family	VansFamily	conversion	vans	can	be	a	perfect	for	large	families,	as
they	can	provide	seating	for	sometimes	nine	or	more	passengers	and	they’re	also	equipped	with	a	lot	of	head	room	and	storage	space.	According	to	Classic	Vans,	the	2017	Chevrolet	Express	2500	Explorer	Van	is	an	ideal	family	van	option.	This	van	is	equipped	with	an	entertainment	package,	leather	interior,	seating	for	seven	and	even	a	rear	bed	sofa,
making	it	a	comfortable	option	for	even	the	longest	road	trips.Class	B	MotorhomesClass	B	motorhomes	have	been	modified	to	include	living	areas,	showers,	bathrooms	and	kitchens.	These	vans	can	be	up	to	20	feet	long,	and	smaller	families	may	feel	comfortable	living	in	them	for	longer	periods.	Classic	Vans	recommends	the	2012	Pleasure	Way	Basis
Camper	for	this	category	of	cargo	van.	This	van	is	upgraded	with	kitchen	appliances,	such	as	a	microwave,	stove,	dishwasher	and	refrigerator.	It	offers	the	luxury	and	functionality	of	a	full-size	motorhome	with	much	greater	maneuverability.Commercial	VansCommercial	vans	are	typically	used	for	business	purposes	to	maximize	cargo	space.	Examples
of	businesses	that	might	use	a	commercial	van	are	catering	companies,	contractors	and	moving	companies.	The	2016	Ford	Transit	is	touted	as	being	an	optimal	van	for	business	needs.	It’s	customizable	in	that	it	offers	three	roof	heights,	two	wheelbases	and	three	sizes	to	choose	from,	states	Classic	Vans.Shuttle	VansConversion	shuttle	vans	have
interior	seating	reconfigurations	to	hold	more	passengers.	School	buses,	airport	shuttles,	police	transfer	vehicles	and	church	vans	are	all	examples.	The	Ford	E450	Super	Duty	Shuttle	Bus	offers	seating	for	up	to	13	passengers	and	can	make	an	ideal	shuttle	van,	notes	Classic	Vans.	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET
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